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DNA
Exploring visions for the planet we need



DNA 1: Exploring by combining scientitic knowledge with artistic experimentation
Superpositions, Aire River Re-Naturalisation



Superpositions, Aire River Re-Naturalisation
A key reference project: The canal-gardens (left) and riverine landscape (right) of the Aire River



DNA 2: Engage national initiatives - from a scientific and artistic position

Kolindsund Re-Imagined, Studio Urban Nature, 2012 + 2018



DNA 3: Bridge the gap! Large-scale issues from a small-scale, spatial position - and vice versa
Dana’s Square, Alnarp Västerskog, 2006



LABORATORY 
Design through real-world experimentation



Aarhus Landscape Laboratory
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2 SUBURBIA 1 INNER CITYCOUNTRYSIDE3

Rune Bosse, Træfald, 2022



COUNTRYSIDE3 1 INNER CITYSpatial experiments in 1:1 in Åbo Forest Surface- and biodiversity experiments in 1:1 at AAA



Biodiversity experiments in 1:1 on Eskelunden 2 SUBURBIA



SITE PLAN 

ENTRY
THE GREEN LOBBY

THE CANOPY

THE CHERRY MEADOW

THE COLUMN SQUARE

ENDING 

THE PASSAGE WAY

Spatial experiments in 1:1 in Åbo Forest Studio 1A, Forest Urbansim, 2021



TOOLS 
Digital and analogue



Using analogue tools for sensoric and material exploration and representation – here the riverine landscape of the Aarhus River...



...digital tools for mapping and large-scale investigations – here a map of building age and 50 year flooding event (left) and biodiversity potentials (right)



...and 3d-scanning / point clouds / models – here of Åbo Forest, 2022



DESIGN TEACHING
Based on State-of-the-art research



Using design tools to propose new images of the Danish coastal cities as sea levels rise – here from Det Lille Blå Atlas...



Woods go urban
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Urban woods currently emerge as a category of urban open 
space to proffer sustainability efforts for the urbanising 
planet under the regime of climate change - ecologically 
beneficial, economically viable and socially robust. More 
than three decades ago, pioneers at the Swedish University 
of Agricultural Sciences’ Alnarp Campus have launched 
three Scandinavian landscape laboratories to experiment 
with the making of urban woods. 
They have combined hands-on design and management 
projects, long-term scientific monitoring, higher 
education, and citizen participation to yield insight, today, 
for new urban planning practices and transdisciplinary 
research models. 

For the first time, this richly illustrated and academically 
founded book communicates to an international audience 
the key components of creating urban woods for urban 
futures in a Living Laboratory approach.

in Scandinavia

...and new verdant, urban spaces as a key element in livable cities – here from Woods go Urban (2023)



The space between the buildings and at the urban edge is our center of attention – with tools to design livable cities



THEORY
CURATED READING GROUPS





THE ARTS
Studio 1F Guest Artist Program



Superflex, Investment Bank Flowerpots, 2021



Rune Bosse, Where you are, 2010



Eva Koch, I am the River (film), 2012



COLLABORATION
Outreach and cross-disciplinary



 

(1) UiT Norges Arktiske Universitet
Tromsø, Norway

(2) Aarhus School of Architecture  
Aarhus, Denmark

(3) Studio Urbane Landschaften, HafenCity Universität 
Hamburg, Germany

(4) Studio Urbane Landschaften, Leibniz University Hannover
Hannover, Germany

(5) Venice Architecture Biennale 2023, Italy
”The Laboratory of the Future”

(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)

(5)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UHqmTsneEJA
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Francesco Cauda, 2019Forest Urbanism Semester - doubling the size of forest is a design task!



Robert Davis, 2018Forest Urbanism Semester - from 1:1 spatial experiment...



Robert Davis, 2018Forest Urbanism Semester - to urban landscapes...



THE PROJECTS



FRANCESCO CAUDA

2020

World Landscape Architecture Graduate Award
Nationalbankens Jubilæumspris







JACOB MATHIESEN JØRGENSEN

2022

Sweco Transform Award







ZIQI ZANG

2022





2023 - 2024
CAFX + Øst for Paradis

Josephine Michau, Curator, 18th International Architecture Biennale, Venice





DITTE DAUBJERG
ØST FOR PARADIS



“THE CLIMATE AND BIODIVERSITY CRISIS “IS THE GREAT 
COMMON CHALLENGE OF OUR TIME – INCLUDING FOR 
ARCHITECTURE. THIS CRISIS DEMANDS GREATER CARE 

FOR OUR LANDSCAPES AND A DIFFERENT, MORE NUANCED 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE CONTEXT IN WHICH WE OPERATE.”

JOSEPHINE MICHAU
CURATOR

18. INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTURE BIENNALE, VENICE 2023

Foto: Agnete Schlichtkrull







FACULTY



Martin Odgaard
Associate Professor
Urban Planner PhD

Katrina Wiberg
Associate Professor
Landscape Architect PhD MDL

Stefan Darlan Boris
Associate Professor
Landscape Architect PhD MDL

Tom Nielsen
Professor
Urbanist PhD MAA

Karsten Thorlund
Partner, SLA
Landscape Architect MDL
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